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Transracial Adoption from
Foster Care in the U.S.

As the number of adoptions has increased over time, the growth in transracial adoptions
has outpaced the growth in same race adoptions. Between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019,

the number of transracial adoptions increased by 58% while the number of same race
adoptions increased by 24%. Transracial adoptions grew by 5 points, from 23% to 28% of all
adoptions*

*Adoptions with missing or insufficient race information were not factored in calculating the change in the proportion of transracial
and same race adoptions.

Figure 1. The number of foster care adoptions in the U.S. increased 22% from
2005-2007 to 2017-2019.
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Figure 2. The proportion of transracial adoptions increased in most states
between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019.
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Figure 3. Most states had increases in the proportion of transracial adoptions
and in the number of adoptions overall.
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*New York, Maine, Massachusetts, West Virginia, and Washington were not included given insufficient race/ethnicity data across
the time period. Adoptions with insufficient race/ethnicity data were not included in the percentage calculations.
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Figure 4. While there was an increase in adoptions for White children and chil-
dren of Hispanic origin between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019, there was a decline in
adoptions for Black children. Over the same period, the gap between White and
non-White adoptions decreased.
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Figure 5. Across the United States in 2017-2019, roughly half of adopted
children are White.

In the U.S,, Black children comprised 23% of all children in foster care in 2019 and also 22%
of all children waiting for adoption at the end of 2019. Relative to these populations, Black
children were underrepresented among those that were adopted in 2019 (18%). There was
no disproportionality for Hispanic children.
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Figure 6. As the number of adoptions increased between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019, the
number and proportion of adoptions that were transracial also increased.

The increase in proportion of transracial adoptions of Black children was mostly because of a decline in

same race adoptions.

All White Black Hispanic Other
185,267

152,088
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Endnotes
a. Data source is the Adoption files from FFY 2005-2019 of the Adoption and Foster Care analysis Reporting System (AFCARS).
The most current version available of these files was retrieved on 08/24/2020.
b. All years are the Federal Fiscal Year as reported by AFCARS.
c. Data includes public adoptions from all 50 states and Washington D.C. Puerto Rico was not included given the lack of adoption data

reported in recent years.
e. States were determined to have insufficient race information when 15% or more adoptions had insufficient race information/missing

within the 2005-2007 or the 2017-2019 year bands.

f. The decrease in adoptions of Black children between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019 is partially explained by an increase in adoptions of
children who are Black and more than one race or Black and of Hispanic origin.

g. Transracial is defined using the transracial variable provided in the AFCARS files by the National Data Archive on Child Abuse
and Neglect (NDACAN). That variable identifies as transracial children who do not have the same race as any adoptive parent.

h. Other races and ethnicities consist of more than one race, American Indian, Asian, Hawaiian Pacific Islander.

i. Non-White consists of more than one race, American Indian, Asian, Hawaiian Pacific Islander, and Hispanic origin.

j. To download an electronic copy of this document and for related reports, visit: https:/aspe.hhs.gov/pdf-report/mepa-transracial-

adoption
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Adoptions and Transracial Adoptions by State, 2005-2007 and 2017-2019
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