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PREFACE

The Income Survey Development Program (ISDP) has been established within

the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to plan a new recurring

survey of income, assets, program eligibility and participation, and re-

lated data to overcome major inadequacies in currently available survey

data. The main purpose of the Income Survey Development Program is to

research and resolve a series of technical and operational issues prior

to adopting a final design framework for the new survey. In the next

few years, a series of experiments and pilot tests will be conducted,

leading to implementation of the fully operational Survey.of Income and

Program Participation (SIPP) in the nineteen-eighties.

This series of four papers, prepared by Abt Associates Inc., provides back-

ground related to the data requirements for the survey, focusing in partic-

ular on the definition of income, the interview or recipient unit, and the

accounting period.

"United States Data Bases Measuring Income" describes relevant existing

data bases that contain income, expenditures, or asset data. The purpose

and history of each data base is briefly discussed, as background for the

enumeration of the income concept, recipient unit, and accounting period

used in each data base.

"Characteristics of Selected Income-Tested Programs" summarizes the regula-

tions that determine eligibility and benefit levels for selected income-

tested programs, especially as they relate to the definition of income.

This paper, thus, provides background so that the survey can be designed

to collect the income data required to analyze existing as well as akter-

native income-tested programs.

"Review of Income Concepts Used in Economic Analysis"' reviews the theoretical

concepts of income that have been developed in various fields of economic

analysis. Related existing empirical definitions and their limitations are

also considered as background for the data requirements for the new survey.

"Methodological Issues in the Collection of Financial-Data" discusses the

methodological'problems which are likely to be associated with data collec-

tion in the new survey. The paper also considers the relative importance
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of the componepts of income, and Provides emCrical evidence related to the

accuracv of their measurement. Research is proposed to imrzove the uualitv

of the data collected in the new survey.
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