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Abstract 
 
 
Shortages of critical medical devices during the COVID-19 pandemic exposed vulnerabilities in device 
markets. From 2010 to 2019 there were approximately five shortages annually, but that number 
increased fourfold in the first half of 2020. Although most 2020 shortages were triggered by the 
pandemic, pre-2020 shortages stemmed from regulatory and enforcement actions related to product 
quality and manufacturing. 

 

 OFFICE OF  
SCIENCE & DATA POLICY 
 

 
 

 

ABSTRACT 
 

DECEMBER 2022 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1CBn8_tWnxDKi82rcBvKImxabBpMPeNm-KpjMP76XT4dOHFY5fOGJ1rcno0K-ZgfZI9EZYdsEw3LQLlTnjIzlIfR260WgJ_wRa_MkP5HFn9iiWdbHcQWUXSxSrws4PqtGNPsK3-deoESxEGzChevluB1JRl1egpyc6_hZ7A5PFKzPqpM7d2_VAt8gB3LRs2KkuVDZAeOdgsvUZl8Nqgde0g%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.healthaffairs.org%252Fdoi%252Fabs%252F10.1377%252Fhlthaff.2022.00643&data=05%7C01%7CTrinidad.Beleche%40hhs.gov%7C55f36c31db2145c739cb08dac651794f%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C638040350465869650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wn5YePsQNPXgF8ocFmRWnvDQou6M1V%2BuuFDQLf7wzA0%3D&reserved=0


 
December 2022  ABSTRACT       2 
 

 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation 
 
200 Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop 434E 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 
 
For more ASPE briefs and other publications, visit: 
aspe.hhs.gov/reports 
 

 
 
 
 
SUGGESTED CITATION 
Beleche, T., Kuecken, M., Sassi, A., Toran, K., Galloway, E., and Henry, T. Characteristics of Medical 
Device Shortages in the US, 2006-20. Health Affairs, December 2022, 41(12): 1790-1794. Available at: 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00643. 
 
 
___________________________________ 
 
For general questions or general information about ASPE: aspe.hhs.gov/about 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1CBn8_tWnxDKi82rcBvKImxabBpMPeNm-KpjMP76XT4dOHFY5fOGJ1rcno0K-ZgfZI9EZYdsEw3LQLlTnjIzlIfR260WgJ_wRa_MkP5HFn9iiWdbHcQWUXSxSrws4PqtGNPsK3-deoESxEGzChevluB1JRl1egpyc6_hZ7A5PFKzPqpM7d2_VAt8gB3LRs2KkuVDZAeOdgsvUZl8Nqgde0g%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.healthaffairs.org%252Fdoi%252Fabs%252F10.1377%252Fhlthaff.2022.00643&data=05%7C01%7CTrinidad.Beleche%40hhs.gov%7C55f36c31db2145c739cb08dac651794f%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C638040350465869650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wn5YePsQNPXgF8ocFmRWnvDQou6M1V%2BuuFDQLf7wzA0%3D&reserved=0
https://aspe.hhs.gov/about

	Abstract

