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Characteristics of Medical Device Shortages in the US, 2006-20

This document presents the abstract of this ASPE and FDA study, as published in Health Affairs. The full
text of the article is available at: https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00643.
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Abstract

Shortages of critical medical devices during the COVID-19 pandemic exposed vulnerabilities in device
markets. From 2010 to 2019 there were approximately five shortages annually, but that number
increased fourfold in the first half of 2020. Although most 2020 shortages were triggered by the
pandemic, pre-2020 shortages stemmed from regulatory and enforcement actions related to product
quality and manufacturing.
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